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completely, instead of being as now imperfectly
attained.

Nor should we lose sight of the fact that the
withdrawal, with its inevitable consequences, of a
mark of consideration hitherto accorded to the head
of a house revered by the whole Muhammadan com-
munity of Southern India, will be looked upon more
or less as an insult to their race and their religion,
and will thus tend to enhance the bitterness inseparable
from, their history in this country.

I would therefore without delay request the
Government of India to pass the necessary Act
securing to the four sons of the Prince of Arcot, as
they successively assume the title, immunity from
civil process. It might be well, I think, not to deal
with the case of the grandsons until it arises, for it is
of course possible that circumstances may occur before
that time which may lead to a reconsideration of

the course adopted.

(Signed)        HOBAKT.

21st February, 1873.